A Mission Report by Minnie Griffith - Berlin to Marseille
The “L’Embobineuse”
The L’Embobineuse is an independently organised “Cultural Labotary” in
the La Belle de Mai neighbourhood of Marseille, an area synonymous for its
poor and underprivileged French Arabic/African communities. The name of
the location refers to its previous incarnation as an electric winding plant
which existed for 40 years until its eventual abandonment and subsequent
regeneration into a lively social meeting point and platform for concerts,
theater, discussions and workshops.
My mission was to represent „Step Across the Border“ in Marseille and
spend a week improving digital skills as well as foster social and cultural
exchange. I was given an enthusiastic welcome by the l’ Embobineuse
team, and the in- house theater groupe Compagnie Peanuts. I saw the
current exhibition being presented there. In the afternoon I had the chance
to meet the artists in residence Jerome Fino et Jean Bender. During my stay
I documented and followed their work and their walk through the streets of
Marseille taking photographs and meeting the locals.

Artists in residence at the l’Embobineuse.
Welcoming by all the crew at the l’Embobineuse.

Translation of “La Cabane Métamentale”
Translating and adding subtitles to this interesting documentary “La Cabane” with the people involved was a
great experience as I had never done it before. It was fruitful for me as I had participated in a Cabane
Métamentale workshop the previous time I went to Marseille where some footage had been taken and was I
curious to see the outcome.It was great to see the group of Comoriens that take part in the theater workshops
and work with them again.
Screenshots of the film
“La Cabane” with some of
the participants of the
theater group.

Visit of “Le Dernier Cri”
I also had the pleasure of meeting Paquito from the
Dernier Cri a screenprinting/ gallery workshop, in the
Belle De Mai. It was a great opportunity to see the
working space and machines of the art studio where all
the magic happens.

Peanuts work session on the project De Chair & d’Octet.

Paquito in his workshop, 13/01/19, Marseille

On the second day of my visit I went with the Compagnie Peanuts to a school where they did an interactive
performance. One part of the show was aiming to demonstrate to the younger generation how much time we
spend engaged on social media and screens in general. However the main message of the performance was to
show how easily people get influenced by others and peer pressured as it happens with the effect of scapegoating certain groups within the community. Unfortunately I could not take photographs as we did not have
authorization from the parents.

Compagnie Peanuts & the Embobineuse Crew.
It was nice for me to be able to take photographs of the crew of the Embobineuse and the Compagnie
Peanuts and to put a face to these special people who’s actions and efforts are trying to make this world a
better place.

